= —.":""“.\_ S e p wemimte l
o . . " \ f —
Q}‘g suntersville District emtraces the grester sart of
g : (
h& the eastern nelf of £X# Pocanontas County. To tze north lies

Greenbank District, while in tzhe east it i

m
i

egarzted from
Aighland and Eath Counties in Virginia by the summit of the
Allecheny Mountain range, on the south lies Litile Levels
District and on the west Ec€ray District. Twest of tke certer

and extending nortieast from near Funtersville, zlmost to

the mortheast boundary are the Bromns LYountzins. In the
soutzern part is a Series of mountains called tle Zeaver Lick
range. It is crowned by several lofty pezks.Just outxz of

the latier iz a level plateazu or teble land of considerzble

extent. It was covered a2t one time with a lofty forest of

Faite pine and is known as tre wiite pine platezu. The vine

tizber was cut ana s2ipred to various merkets and muca of

the »nlatezu is now of sécond crowt:k and is owned oy ithe covern-

Bent, in ¥onongerels forest. Erapis Creek angd ite iributaries

drain ile entire surfece. Tre lstter =re Little 3ack Creek,

Zouthard's Creek, Sockran's Creex and Brown's Creek.

Tﬁg firgt s@itlers in this

district were ‘osee"




for a fev rontas in tne yeer by one of the pioneerc, wao in
The

nie youtn rad enjoyed surerior educational advantages.
¢ Speller and some worke from

text booke used were Dilworth's

tne BEible as a2 rezder,
The fir:t of trLese schcole "kept" in trhie district
a deserted log cazbin waich stood on tre banks of

e Huniercsville now stande.
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Knapps Creek, not far from
I 3 a five-gided structure, one side of wnica wae tazken

eais were mzde by eplitting

tn

up vwith a asuge fireplace. Ttce
emall logs in azlves and ingerting pine for legs in tze oval

sicee. It it rot known wio the first tezcaer wze; trere is

no record. Trzditions tell ue Yary Yoore waz t.e firct

Tae Loores were tze first to settle on Xnapos
defirnitely known

teacner.
Creek znd were a prominent family. It is not
%10 éreached the fir:zt sermon. Tradition z2gain telle ue that
it was tie Apostle of Vetrodism,-~tze noted Bienop Asbury.
TZe names of many pioneer “iricters are remezvered ané re-
corded by tne old residente.

Everywaere in the settlement of te west tze frontier
prezcier wae an important factor and sczrcely was the roof
of tue catins made fast bvefore tre Yethodiet Circuit ricer
OF the Baptist Yiesionary mace his ap.earance, collected the
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Jonn Howe.

The first Precbyterian Crurca at Huntersville, was

. " i o N
orgarnized ty Rev. Litcaell D. Dunlap in 185K. Amongz the first

; 10 il =
meémbers were Jugh lclaugalin, Sr. James A. Price, George E.

ig. A noucse of worship was erected the seme year on tne

)
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12tu day of Auvgust 1€54. WFilliam Gammon, Eenjemin Herold and

Jemes T. Lockridge, on benalf of the Church contracied for
erection of a Crurca for £1,245.00.

The lethodist Zriscopal Ciurch (Souta) of Huntersville
wes organized in 1866 by Rev.ég? S. E. Sixes. Zefore tne di-
vision of the Caurch in 1844 info ilortiern and soutnern
branches, the Yethodiste had an Orgarizetion at tiis place but
tae durtersville Church then belonged to what wes known as
tae Levelton Circuit.

Yount Vernon Courch, built in 1850 was the first ever
ET€cied on Kuaprs Creek. For its erection 2400 ras Taised by
Subscription anc the remainger Was paid by Ardrew W. Loore,
Yoses Koore ang Preston Moore. It was dedicazted in June 1852
anc the Rev. Joan “eClure vecame its firat vastor. During the

War, the

Var between the states called by some the Givil

f the c“zwurcn and at one *b._‘f'..'_"




vary A. Curry, Noses Xoore,

e. Andrew loore, Anneg loare

I pella Xoore, Preston lLoore,
: Elizabeth Lithtner. Oeorge Rider was the fir:zt Clase
“untercville was the only town in tne district
at that time but in later years Frost nhas become a small
tovn. =untersville waz laid out in 1821 and was the County

Yarlinton after it nad btecome

situated on the left bank of Knapps

Creek six miles from it s mouth. It is surrcunded on =zll

by lofty mountains end nas, péernaps, more i:e ajpear-

znce of an Alpine village than any other town in the 3tate.
Its elevation 1900 feet above ceal level.

ﬁoses Yoore already menticned as one of the first
settlers located on Knapprs Creek more than one zundred

- -

yeéers zgo,——-at least one .undred end fifty vears eco- az is

ey

att®e-sted by records. Taere was an old Indian trail or
Valley Draft as it was once czlled, by wnich ithe Indians
trzveled woen on tneir missions of blood to the settlements

on Jacksons #iver and in the Shenandoan Valley.

irle ireil led near by where Yoses MHoore settled on tae

and 4 .
once ovmed by his grandson Andrew W. Moore. As micht

nav
e been exqﬁjisg'it was not long tefore ne was carried into
caonti 4§' 2 2 -
vity Yut mede nis escape anc returned to nies mountain

:0",’.8 - | -
: Twice more tefore the savages were ctayed beyond tkhe

Crio River =e - :
. . T @€ wae carried a prisoner to their towne on tne
~Cloto Aivep,




aee she otars the last time Lo EEAWE 211 T

4 9o Beas.s Creer ur o lount Vernen Courel then

2 tow fere of Avdres Serold snc #3111 stancing o8 the 0
Pl sn sanod v Riccazd Siveon, Tuis treet Aneluced

sittel Viowmend sOT®) ANG &8s L e Teoords siow, Koses Loors e

eae wige far 4% “Ien sieel trane and twe nounds sterling

.
A

: : V'€ Aty A Guur
" . £y - * o
, ¥




. | 2
" ~ e =1 J .
- dp { oginia \J Bt
-t 5 £ il
>hepter 4 Pert a. Question 5,
: WS PoeTAD SO = Jo 1 a \ 0 o e
AND OCCUPATIONS ESTABLISHED FROM 1810 TO 1850

TOUNS SETTLED A NI

early settlers of Pocahontas d4i4d not sett

Huntersville being the only one of any ilmportance. William Sherp S8r,
but John Bradshaw

was the first permanent settler at Huntersville,
was tne one who did the most toward making the town ons of importeance,

For a number of ysars previcus to the organlization of the county

in 1821, Huntersville had been_g public place as merchants ang trades=-

e east would arrange to meet hunters here eng barter zoods

%
for the products of the hunt, It was

men from t
Suggested by some that “mithville
would be a good name for the place, but Jonn Bradshaw insisted upon

the neamse Huntersville as a Special compliment to the hunters who came

to his home to meet the tradesmen, including John Farness of Staunton

and to who the place owed so much of its development, It was John
Sradshaw, too, who gave enough land, from his vast estate to the county
88 a place to bulld all the pﬁblic bulldings so that Huntersville coulg
become Ehg_county seat when the county was organized in 1821, A site
near Edray had been chosen for the county seat, but after Bradshaw's
offer was changed,

For many ysars after 1t became the county seat i1t retained 1its Im-
2@ tance as the Principal trading centep for the entire county., The

largest stores were usually there, Many beople came each month to the

courts and once g year the "Big Muster"of the 127th Virzinia Regiment

Fractice. During the S4Perior courts and the Regimental Nuster quite e
number of people from the eastern counties would come here to sell hats,
sadidles, harness, gtone 7are, tobecco, thirty cent whiskey, and many

." or -
other things, T.erefore, the little town of Huntersville flour!shed in

a big %ey. It wag No unusuajl t ing for its merchants to realize three tc




g~
ceeunations Tags 2

four hundred percent on dry goods and groceries during the period 1822

to 18435,
During the winter 1852 slmost ell of the business, part of tha town

was destroyed by fire, During the Civil War it was burned by deeﬁgl
troops, sent from Beverly, to present it being a Confederate depot for
militery supplies.,

After the war it again grew into an important 1little town. Floursh-
ing stores were operated by Amos Barlbw. Lourey and Son, Lourey and
Doyle. Improved methods of farming were adopted and the town took on &
more plezsing eppesarance than everfbefore. ‘ ‘

One of the principels hotels was operated by J,. Williems, John
Bussard, John Hgylden, Porterfield Wallace, I. C. Carpenter ana E, Camp-

bell in successlon, but was burned by federal troops during the Civil
War, | y

Salooning was for many ycars a flourishing businesa but in 1848
110eﬁ§€§‘§6r salooning was refussd by the Court, This of course did
away‘with saloons in the county,

Blacksmithing was also en excellent business ss there was much
horse shoeing end wazon repairing to be done, Finleys' shop stood near
the Cumnings Creek roed and from thres to four hends were employeed.,
Another shop was operated by Jack Tidd., Leter by William Tilley, a

very skilled ertisan; and G, W, Giz_i___é.er in succession. (Though Ginzer was

> until efter the war)




reiloring was also a thriving bulinul.‘ Messers Cam
and Jameas Holdon employed several men and were kept busy m_‘ 5.
fall and winter or when weddings were in prospects. Woddingl
the saddles a good trade, It was considered good form for the brid
have a new outfit, horse, saddle and bridle, The groom would not th

he had much chance of success if he did not do his courting on a nﬂff.

saddle and bridle made at Huntersville.




